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The call for action

• Sea ice changes – from 1979-2013 the summer season has 
become 20 weeks longer – 2015 in Conservation Biology

• The Barents Sea has lost 50 % of its ice coverage since 1980
• Sea temperatures have increased 0.8 degrees since 1980, could 

increase another 4.5 degrees during this century according to 
IPCC models – will alter the sea dramatically

• “As a consequence of warming, many incoming species  
experience  increasing  abundance  and  expanding distribution 
ranges in the Arctic. The Arctic is expected to have  the  largest  
species  turnover  with  regard  to  invading and locally extinct 
species, with a modelled invasion intensity of  five  times  the  
global  average” -2015 study in Nature

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12474/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.12474/epdf


Trawling and vulnerable habitats 

Source: Jørgensen, L. L., Planque, B., Thangstad, T. H., and Certain, G. Vulnerability of megabenthic species to trawling in the Barents Sea. –

ICES Journal of Marine Science, doi: 10.1093/icesjms/fsv107. Received 1 February 2015; revised 15 May 2015; accepted 18 May 2015.



Increase in landings from SFPZ

Sources: Fiskeridir and Misund et al Norwegian fisheries in the Svalbard zone since 1980. Regulations,
profitability and warming waters affect landings



Who fish cod and haddock in 
the northern Barents Sea? 

Total of 189 licensed trawlers

96 from Russia
48 from EU countries
30 Norwegian
8 Icelandic
4 Faroe island
3 Greenlandic

Source_ The Norwegian Directorat of fisheries



The Greenpeace campaign



VMEs and Precautionary Principle

Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems - FAO guidelines on responsible fishing

“Vulnerability   is   related   to   the   likelihood   that   a   population, community, or habitat will 
experience substantial alteration from short-term or chronic disturbance, and the likelihood that 
it would recover and in what time  frame.  These  are,  in  turn,  related  to  the  characteristics  of  
the ecosystems  themselves,  especially  biological  and  structural  aspects.  VME features  may  
be  physically  or  functionally  fragile.  The  most  vulnerable ecosystems are those that are both 
easily disturbed and very slow to recover, or may never recover.”

Precaution Principle - Rio 92’ declaration 

“In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by States 
according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of 
full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to 
prevent environmental degradation.”





Signatories to the agreement





Next steps  
- Map areas where regular fishing has taken place (footprint), 

existing fishing regulations, vulnerable habitats and areas 
where fishing cant take place in a format that fishing fleets can 
use

- Establish a system to demonstrate stakeholders compliance
- Agree on criteria for expansion into waters not yet regularly 

fished, to apply to all fleets

- Sourcing criteria for the exclusion of fish sourced by companies 

in breach of the agreement and its monitoring.

Greenpeace calls upon the Norwegian Government to act on the findings of this process 

and fast track formal protection of VMEs, including the creation of relevant Marine 

Protected Areas



Thank you for your
attention


